
 T hickness  W idth Span
 (in.)   (in.)  

Grade Catego ry
 (in.)

1-1/4 4 All clear grade
cate gories 

16

1-1/4 4 All knotty grade
cate gories 

12

1-1/4 6 All clear and knotty
grade cate gories

16

2 4 All clear and knotty
grade cate gories

24

2 6 All clear and knotty
grade cate gories

24

Western Red Cedar is a truly sustainable building material. It has the lowest environmental 
impact when compared with other materials. Independently certi�ed, it is harvested legally and 
sustainably from managed forests in British Columbia. Make the right choice for your project 
and your environment, go green with Western Red Cedar.

A wide range of Western Red Cedar products are available, in addition to those available in 
your local store, many custom sizes and pro�le are available from specialty manufacturers and 
distributors.  Visit the website or request the “ How To Specify Western Red Cedar ” 
publication from the WRCLA.

What makes Western Red Cedar “green”:

• All Western Red Cedar from WRCLA 
members is independently certi�ed as being 
sustainable and coming from a legal source.

• Western Red Cedar is promptly replanted.  
There are eight trees planted for every tree 
harvested in British Columbia.

• Western Red Cedar decking substantially 
outperformed composite decking in each of 
the seven criteria tested and was by far the 
product with the least environmental impact 
when compared with both virgin and 
recycled wood-plastic composite decking 
products.

• Even after subjecting the cedar decking 
results to a “worst case” scenario, the 
environmental impact results remained 
strongly favorable to Western Red Cedar 
over a “best case” scenario for composite 
decking.

• Western Red Cedar siding had the best 
overall performance when compared to vinyl, 
�ber-cement and brick; it received top marks 
in �ve of seven impact criteria, including 
“global warming potential.”

For more information about the environmental 
impact of Western Red Cedar, ask for the 
“ Go Green ” brochure from the Western Red 
Cedar Lumber Association (WRCLA).
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For more information about �nishing Western Red Cedar, ask for the “ How To Finish Western 
Red Cedar ” brochure from the Western Red Cedar Lumber Association (WRCLA).

For more information about installing Western Red Cedar siding, ask for the “How to Install Western Red
Cedar Siding” brochure from the WRCLA.

 
 

Western Red Cedar siding is one of the world’s premier quality woods noted for its appear -
ance, durability, light weight, insulation value and dimensional stability. It will provide your 
home with character and a distinction that other sidings cannot match. Properly installed and 
�nished, it will provide years of low maintenance performance.

The choice to �nish your Western Red Cedar 
project is yours.  You can allow your Western 
Red Cedar to weather naturally or, with the 
application of a protective coating that will 
ensure maximum performance, you can 
retain the natural beauty of the wood or 
enhance its beauty by using coatings in a 
wide array of colors.
Quick tips for �nishing:

• If you plan to �nish your Western Red 
Cedar do so ASAP. Do not allow Western 
Red Cedar to ‘Weather’ longer than 2 weeks 
before applying a �nish coating to the Cedar.

• Prime all surfaces before applying paint or 
Solid (Opaque) stains with a ‘Stain Blocking’ 
primer designed for use with Western Red 
Cedar.

• Finish Western Red Cedar on all surfaces.

• Coat the cut ends during installation.

• When purchasing a �nish for your Western 
Red Cedar project it is always best to use a 
top of the-line product from a supplier you 
know and trust. 

Quick tips for proper siding installation:
• Always follow local and national building 
codes.

• Use construction techniques to create easy 
drainage planes to shed water 
accumulations.

•  ‘Acclimatize’ Western Red Cedar siding 
before you install it.

• Use the correct fasteners: 304 or 316 
grade stainless steel, aluminum, or hot 
dipped galvanized (as per ASTM 153A).

• Nail all Western Red Cedar siding into 1¼ 
inches of solid wood!

• Ensure butt joints are made over solid 
wood to provide secure nailing. Join two 
pieces of siding with a mitered butt joint.
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To help you determine the amount of decking you need for your project, use the information in 
the table below:

A deck made with Western Red Cedar, one of the world’s most beautiful woods, is apt to be 
one of the best looking decks in the neighborhood. But Western Red Cedar decks have much 
more going for them than good looks alone. Extending living sp ace to the outdoors, integrating 
home and landscape, making use of damp or uneven terrain and giving a contemporary look to 
a traditionally-styled home are just a few of the ways that decks make life a little better.

Maximum spans for Western Red Cedar decking

Quick tips for proper decking installation:

• When choosing Western Red Cedar 
decking make sure it was previously stored 
out of rain and sun.

• Install all wood decking Bark-side up for 
best results (Flat grain lumber always has 
two sides, a bark side and a pith side).

• Choose a fastener that is not visible (Blind 
Fastener) from the deck surface.  There are 
numerous types now available including deck 
adhesives to fasten the decking planks to the 
support joists (Fasteners must be 
non-corrosive 304 0r 316 grade stainless 
steel, Hot Dipped Galvanized that conforms 
to ASTM A153-A, or aluminum).

• Acclimatize the Real Cedar, and coat all 
sides before construction to gain the 
maximum bene�t from an exterior deck 
stain/sealer.  Coating wet wood, or only the 
surface (about 40% of the lumbers surface 
area) produces less e�ective results.

• The space between decking planks should 
be 3/16” after the deck has acclimated to the 
local environment.
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To C over 100 Squa re Feet o f  Deck

Nominal Si ze (in.) Linear Feet

1-1/4 x 4 325

2 x 4 325

1-1/4 x 6 211

2 x 6 211


